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The Wyckoff farmhouse was built between about 1652 and 1819. It is the 
oldest house in New York City and is the only structure still standing that 
was built before New York became a British colony in 1664. The house 
was restored in 1982. Today, it is a national and New York City historic 
landmark and operates as a museum.



O
ld

 K
itc

he
n

Bu
ilt

 a
bo

ut
 1

65
2

Th
e 

O
ld

 K
itc

he
n 

is
 th

e 
ol

de
st

 p
ar

t o
f t

he
 h

ou
se

. T
hi

s 
la

rg
e 

ro
om

 o
ri

gi
na

lly
 e

xt
en

de
d 

al
l t

he
 w

ay
 to

 th
e 

fr
on

t o
f 

th
e 

ho
us

e,
 p

la
ci

ng
 th

e 
la

rg
e 

he
ar

th
 in

 th
e 

ve
ry

 c
en

te
r o

f 
th

e 
ro

om
. 

Th
is

 ro
om

 o
ri

gi
na

lly
 h

ad
 d

ir
t fl

oo
rs

, a
nd

 th
er

e 
w

as
 n

o 
gl

as
s 

in
 th

e 
w

in
do

w
s,

 w
hi

ch
 w

er
e 

sm
al

le
r.

Ev
en

 th
ou

gh
 w

e 
ca

ll 
th

is
 ro

om
 th

e 
O

ld
 K

itc
he

n 
to

da
y,

 it
 

ha
d 

m
an

y 
us

es
. I

n 
ad

di
tio

n 
to

 m
ak

in
g 

fo
od

, t
he

 h
ea

rt
h 

w
as

 u
se

d 
fo

r w
ar

m
th

, l
ig

ht
, m

ak
in

g 
so

ap
 a

nd
 c

an
dl

es
, 

an
d 

w
as

hi
ng

 c
lo

th
es

. A
t n

ig
ht

, t
he

 ro
om

 b
ec

am
e 

a 
be

dr
oo

m
, a

nd
 th

e 
oc

cu
pa

nt
s 

w
ou

ld
 s

le
ep

 o
n 

pa
le

tte
s 

(la
rg

e 
sa

ck
s 

st
uff

ed
 w

ith
 s

of
t m

at
er

ia
ls

) o
n 

th
e 

flo
or

.


  W

ha
t d

o 
yo

u 
th

in
k?

 H
ow

 is
 th

is 
ho

us
e d

iff
er

en
t f

ro
m

 
yo

ur
 h

om
e?

 If
 y

ou
 li

ve
d 

in
 th

is 
ho

us
e, 

w
ha

t c
ha

ng
es

 
w

ou
ld

 y
ou

 m
ak

e t
o 

be
 m

or
e c

om
fo

rt
ab

le?

C
om

m
on

 P
ar

lo
r

Bu
ilt

 a
bo

ut
 1

73
0

Th
e 

fa
rm

ho
us

e 
re

m
ai

ne
d 

a 
on

e-
ro

om
 c

ott
ag

e 
fo

r t
hr

ee
 

ge
ne

ra
tio

ns
 o

f W
yc

ko
ffs

. I
n 

ab
ou

t 1
73

0,
 P

ie
te

r C
la

es
en

 
an

d 
G

ri
et

je
 v

an
 N

es
’s

 g
ra

nd
so

n,
 P

et
er

, e
xp

an
de

d 
th

e 
ho

us
e,

 a
dd

in
g 

an
ot

he
r r

oo
m

 a
nd

 a
 c

el
la

r t
o 

th
e 

O
ld

 
K

itc
he

n.
 

Th
e 

C
om

m
on

 P
ar

lo
r h

as
 a

n 
En

gl
is

h-
st

yl
e 

he
ar

th
 a

nd
 a

 
bu

ilt
-in

 c
ab

in
et

 fo
r s

to
ri

ng
 th

e 
fa

m
ily

’s
 v

al
ua

bl
es

. T
od

ay
, 

th
e 

ca
bi

ne
t i

s 
pa

in
te

d 
in

 th
e 

sa
m

e 
or

an
ge

 a
nd

 b
lu

e 
th

at
 

w
as

 u
se

d 
in

 th
e 

17
30

s.
 T

he
 la

rg
er

 w
in

do
w

s,
 w

hi
ch

 
or

ig
in

al
ly

 h
ad

 g
la

ss
 p

an
es

, o
pe

ne
d 

ou
t t

o 
lo

ok
 o

ve
r t

he
 

sm
al

l k
itc

he
n 

ga
rd

en
.

D
ut

ch
 fa

m
ili

es
 in

 th
e 

18
th

 C
en

tu
ry

 u
se

d 
th

e 
ro

om
s 

of
 th

ei
r h

ou
se

s 
fo

r m
an

y 
pu

rp
os

es
, a

nd
 th

e 
C

om
m

on
 

Pa
rl

or
, l

ik
e 

th
e 

O
ld

 K
itc

he
n,

 w
as

 u
se

d 
fo

r m
an

y 
ac

tiv
iti

es
 

in
 th

e 
fa

m
ily

’s
 d

ai
ly

 li
fe

.


  W

ha
t d

o 
yo

u 
th

in
k?

 W
ha

t s
pe

ci
al

 o
bj

ec
ts

 w
ou

ld
 

yo
u 

ke
ep

 in
 th

e c
ab

in
et

 if
 th

is 
w

er
e y

ou
r h

ou
se

? 
H

ow
 

do
 y

ou
 th

in
k 

yo
ur

 v
iew

 o
ut

 th
e w

in
do

w
s i

s d
iff

er
en

t 
to

da
y 

th
an

 it
 w

as
 in

 1
73

0?

Fo
rm

al
 P

ar
lo

r
Bu

ilt
 a

bo
ut

 1
75

0

A
bo

ut
 2

0 
ye

ar
s 

af
te

r b
ui

ld
in

g 
th

e 
C

om
m

on
 P

ar
lo

r, 
Pe

te
r 

ad
de

d 
th

e 
Fo

rm
al

 P
ar

lo
r t

o 
th

e 
ho

us
e.

 T
od

ay
, t

hi
s 

is
 th

e 
on

ly
 ro

om
 in

 th
e 

ho
us

e 
w

ith
 o

ri
gi

na
l fl

oo
rb

oa
rd

s.
 

Ta
ke

 a
 c

lo
se

 lo
ok

 a
t t

he
 fi

re
pl

ac
e:

 th
e 

til
es

 s
ur

ro
un

di
ng

 it
 

ar
e 

an
 e

xa
m

pl
e 

of
 D

el
ft 

de
si

gn
 b

ut
 a

re
 g

la
ze

d 
in

 p
ur

pl
e 

an
d 

w
hi

te
, n

ot
 th

e 
m

or
e 

co
m

m
on

 b
lu

e a
nd

 w
hi

te
. T

hi
s 

he
ar

th
 is

 m
uc

h 
sm

al
le

r t
ha

n 
th

e 
ot

he
r t

w
o 

an
d 

w
as

 o
nl

y 
us

ed
 to

 h
ea

t t
he

 h
ou

se
, n

ot
 fo

r c
oo

ki
ng

 o
r o

th
er

 w
or

k.

Th
is

 ro
om

 is
 w

he
re

 th
e 

W
yc

ko
ff 

fa
m

ily
 w

ou
ld

 h
av

e 
he

ld
 

m
an

y 
of

 th
ei

r p
ri

ze
d 

po
ss

es
si

on
s,

 in
cl

ud
in

g 
th

e 
la

rg
e 

ka
s, 

si
m

ila
r t

o 
a 

w
ar

dr
ob

e,
 in

 th
e 

co
rn

er
 o

f t
he

 ro
om

.


  W

ha
t d

o 
yo

u 
th

in
k?

 H
ow

 ca
n 

yo
u 

te
ll 

th
at

 th
is 

is 
th

e 
m

os
t s

pe
ci

al
 ro

om
 in

 th
e h

ou
se

?

Be
dr

oo
m

s 
an

d 
A

tti
c

Bu
ilt

 in
 1

81
9

Th
e 

ho
us

e 
w

as
 e

xp
an

de
d 

on
ce

 m
or

e 
in

 1
81

9 
by

 A
br

ah
am

 
W

yc
ko

ff.
 H

e 
ad

de
d 

a 
ce

nt
er

 h
al

lw
ay

, b
ui

lt 
an

 a
tti

c 
ov

er
 

th
e 

ne
w

er
 p

ar
ts

 o
f t

he
 h

ou
se

, a
nd

 c
re

at
ed

 th
re

e 
sm

al
l 

be
dr

oo
m

s.
 T

hi
s 

w
as

 th
e 

fir
st

 ti
m

e 
in

 th
e 

ho
us

e’
s 

hi
st

or
y 

th
at

 ro
om

s 
w

er
e 

us
ed

 o
nl

y 
as

 b
ed

ro
om

s.
 E

ve
ry

 m
em

be
r 

of
 th

e 
fa

m
ily

 n
ow

 h
ad

 th
ei

r o
w

n 
be

d.


  W

ha
t d

o 
yo

u 
th

in
k?

 W
hi

ch
 o

f t
he

se
 ro

om
s w

ou
ld

 y
ou

 
ch

oo
se

 to
 b

e y
ou

r o
w

n 
be

dr
oo

m
? 

W
hy

?

W
yc

ko
ff 

Ho
us

e 
M

us
eu

m
58

16
 C

la
re

nd
on

 R
oa

d
Br

oo
kl

yn
, N

Y 
11

20
3

71
8-

62
9-

54
00

 –
 w

yc
ko

ffm
us

eu
m

.o
rg


